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Directors’Message NA;-

NASS TALK  Directors’
e Message

My father has done countless good deeds during his lifetime to the society and the kingdom
at large. | am extremely thrilled to know that the public remembers him for his good work.
Many people have surprised us by writing poems and testimonials in the newspapers and to
our office praising and praying for the soul of Mr. Abdulla Nass. This gave me the thought of
producing a special edition of NassTalk. | greatly miss his presence, sense of humour and calm
and cool nature. | thank the society and our country men for giving our family all the support.
My brothers and | will always stay united and follow in the footsteps of
Mr. Abdulla Nass.

Sameer Nass

Abdulla Nass was not only a father to me but also a close friend, an advisor, a
teacher, a leader, a judge and we (my brothers and I) have learnt a lot from him - not
only how to run -our business but also how to manage our families and lives. He

has always said, “To be respected by others, you have to always respect people
regardless of their ranking, nationality, religion and colour”.

| miss him so so much and may God rest his soul in peace.

Our family has felt a huge loss that cannot be replaced. His
words and way of life have been a great inspiration to us,
and we will continue to follow in his footsteps.

A few words will not be enough to describe how much Abdulla Nass has
inspired me. For me, it was a life long process of about four decades where
he has physically shown me what vision and hard work can achieve. He was
not skeptical of new ventures and challenges which has definitely lead to the
successful results that we see today.

May his soul rest in peace.

Our father will continue to be our inspiring role model
that guides us along the path leading to a sucessful
and brighter future.

Adel Nass
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Remembering Abdulla Nass

Abdulla Nass’s rags-to-riches story is well known. From a
‘Nobody’, he became ‘Somebody’. He built a business empire out
of nothing, virtually from scratch. But it is not his success in the
materialistic world that made him a giant; it was his humility, honesty,
impeccable integrity and a monumental sense of fairness and
kindness that distinguished him from the rest.

Anyone who has known Abdulla Nass and has even remotely
come near to his circle of influence will remember him for the
magnetic attraction which his personality wielded. There was
something unique which he possessed that made him the centre
of attraction. Whenever he joined any gathering, it felt as if a few
hundred chandeliers had suddenly lit up. By some hidden force in
his persona, the entire gathering would gravitate towards him, dying
to see him, listen to him and be around him. Abdulla‘s individuality
emitted vibrant positive charge making others feel that the world is
full of hope, optimism and goodness. | would compare Abdulla’s
presence in any group akin to the presence of a child, who pulls
everyone towards it by its pristine and enviable innocence. Abdulla
was truly a personification of child-like innocence. He knew no envy;,
no malice,, no prejudice, no discrimination, no ill-will, no bitterness,
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no comparison, No
competition, only pure
joy, pure happiness, pure
bliss, pure contentment.

One other striking
feature about Abdulla
Nass was his ever-
present sense of wit and
humour. He never took
life and its experiences
too seriously, he never
kept crying over spilt
milk, he never challenged
the inevitability of
happenings nor blamed
anyone for them.
Acceptance was in his
blood. His personal life
was like a roller-coaster
but he never challenged
God’s wishes. This spirit of looking at every incident with equanimity
and with a great sense of acceptance was his most enviable
attribute.

Abdulla led a very wonderful, contented and fruitful life. He
enjoyed his life's journey with the same spirit as that of a mountain
climber who enjoys every moment of his ascent upwards. With
the same determination and doggedness to reach to the top. He
climbed slowly but steadily. He was never in a haste to reach the
summit. As he was climbing this mountain of success, he continued
enjoying the scenery from vantage points. He stopped in between
occasionally. But never lost sight of the goal he had
to reach.

He led his life not only for himself but for others too. He was
aware all the time of his actions, consequences of his actions, his
responsibilities towards family, community and world at large. He led
his life based on principles and values. He had strong positive beliefs
and firm self-conviction. He had a conscience; he knew what was
good and bad, moral and immoral, ethical and unethical. He had
a strong will-power and determination. He could laugh at himself,
at his own mistakes. He did not take himself too seriously. He
enjoyed, he celebrated his time in this world. In the words of Steven
Covey, 'He lived, he loved, he laughed and he left a rich legacy'. He
achieved ‘Significance’ in the true sense of the word.

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale says, “The man who has lived for
himself is a failure; the man who lives for others has achieved true
success.” Success in life has nothing to do with what we gain in life
or accomplish for ourselves. It is what we do for others that matters.
And considering what Abdulla has done for his family and children,
for his employees, for the community and for society at large, one
can very easily say that his life has been successful in a real sense.

All along Abdulla swam in the direction of the current. But when
principles mattered, he stood like a rock. Life inflicted scars on
him. But he has turned those scalding scars into shining stars. He
carried on and saw success Where others saw failure. He saw bright
sunshine where others saw long, dark shadows and storm. He saw
rainbow where others saw only rain.

He always maintained that his life was a mere ‘candle’ whose job
was to burn and emit light. But over the years that ‘mere candle’
burnt like a resplendent and dazzling torch.

A couple of years ago, when one of our managers had passed
away, we all had gone for the funeral. | happened to be Abdulla’s
side. He said, "Hemant, this is our permanent home."

A man who understood so well the philosophy of life and death,
existence and otherwise has now left for the heavenly abode. He
may not have carried any materialistic possessions with him. But
for sure, he has carried with him good wishes and blessings from
countless hearts and the same are going to be with him in his
journey into the brighter world hereafter. May his soul rest in peace!

Hemant Joshi
Director
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We encounter the good and the bad; each

day has its own challenges, losses, victories,
disappointments, it’s a huge package of everything.
But, the trick is to fix your gaze firmly to your goal.

Never lose sight of what you want to become and
do not rest until you achieve it.

Signing of a contract

spoon in his mouth; he was born into an ordinary family with

ordinary parents. Born in 1936 in Muharraq, Abdulla Nass was the
eldest amongst four brothers. In those days, cost of living was not very
high. With 14 members in the family, they lived happy and content in an
ancestral house that had 7 rooms on the ground floor and rooms on the
1st floor.

Money did not come to the family easily and Abdulla knew that to
earn it, one had to struggle. After his schooling he was met with the
opportunity to work in Saudi Arabia as an assistant. Even though it was
a challenge, he knew he had to grab whatever opportunity he gets to
achieve success. So, at the age of 15 he went to Saudi Arabia. This was
just the beginning of hardships. But, he wasn'’t one to complain. Thankful
for the little things in life, he took it one day at a time. He never wasted
a single opportunity to learn from the people he met, his surroundings
and from the experience he gained in the process. Loyal, effective and
efficient, Abdulla was made partner at the age of 21. He continued
working there for 5 long years. The entire time working in Saudi, his

Abdulla Nass’s life was the same. He was not born with a silver

With Late Amir Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa

“ The journey of a
thousand miles

begins with one step
- Lao Tzu

Early 1960’s...

mind kept working out the various possibilities of starting
something of his own in his hometown.

Playing with the idea so often, he saw how it would be
like to own a company in Bahrain. Convinced he had the
necessary talent and skills, he returned back to Bahrain and
took the leap. Nass Group was born in 1963!

Abdulla Nass has succeeded in every challenge he took
on. A class of icon, he became an inspiration, not by doing
different things, but by doing things differently. Every time
he fell, he refused to stay down. He picked himself up, and
went right back in. And that is a true inspiration.
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Tribute to a friend

The days have gone by and the void left by my dear friend continues to be difficult to fill. Abdullah
Ahmed Nass, the founder of Nass Group, epitomised integrity and simplicity. He was a humble soul that
shunned the media glare or publicity for any charitable work he was involved in. As always, he would
call me every year to contribute to the Royal Charity Organisation for Bahraini orphans. This year was
no different and he made sure to tell me to keep it under wraps and not to publicise it.

| reminded him that it would be nice for people to know and he should be looked upon as a role
model, an example. He would respond: “If people want to do good they can, they don’t need role
models.” That was his logic and his religion and Abu Sameer, as he was fondly known, lived by his
actions and good deeds — not forgetting his great attitude that anyone who knew him would vouch for.

He will always hold a special place in the hearts of the downtrodden and the poor who have
benefitted immensely from his generosity. His passing was ironic, as it happened a few hours after a
generous donation to the charity and in the holy month of Ramadan. It was God’s way of sending us a
message that he was in need of this pious soul. It still is a big shock to me personally and | have
not recovered.

Abu Sameer was a true patriot and a man of vision and determination. His sheer perseverance in
business is an example for all — here was a man who started with nothing and reached the top with his
hard work and dedication. He was a true son of the soil and wanted Bahrain to be second to none
in the world business arena. A trendsetter, he set up many factories, companies and training
institutes that have put Bahrain at the forefront in many business sectors. A doting
family man, he inspired and encouraged his children to flourish in their respective
fields and lead without forgetting their roots or service to mankind. The prominence
of the man was endorsed by the attendance at his funeral, where people of
all religions, creeds and status braved the heat outside the mosque to pay
condolences to their mentor and guide. They were paying their respects to an
icon who loved and cared for them. Someone once said: “The greatness of a
man is not in how much wealth he acquires, but in his integrity and his ability
to affect those around him positively.” He did more than just affect people
positively, he charted the course for our future. Rest in Peace Abu Sameer, my
dear friend. | will miss you.

Thank you for all that you have done.

Dr Mustafa Al Sayed
Secretary General
Royal Charity Organisation

NASS November 2013



The Wingless Conqueror

From impossible to possible, from rags to riches, from crisis to
confidence, in the journey of life we have all heard of mountains and
mountain climbers. Climbers are perceived to defy all norms, and |
rightly know a man who has been the most remarkable achiever, a
visionary, change maker and the perfect definition of a climber who
has challenged and overcome all mountains in the game of life.

| take this opportunity to honour this remarkable person, someone
who has always been very dear to me, an inspirational powerhouse
who enthused me not to give up when the worst came but to
find a lifeline in the midst of catastrophe, cause he believed that
a man’s credibility is tested by the way he responds to his crisis.
He has taught me that all challenges fall short with the power of
perseverance and by letting go of all my fears and failures to live the
totality of life till the last breath. This outstanding human persona is
none other than our founder and mentor, Mr. Abdulla Nass.

His warmth and compassion absorbed every fibre of my being and
| have been fortunate enough to witness the episode of his victorious
life. His never fading courage especially during his suffering has left
an indelible seal of gratitude and utmost respect in my heart and |
am delighted to have been given the opportunity of working for such
a wonderful person for 22 blissful years of my life.

Indeed, his presence makes all the difference.

He was the captain of his destiny. None can fathom the depth of
his ever-smiling happy face that was always filled with serene joy.

Our great philanthropist lives forever... He is in deed a mould of
happiness, His dose of laughter used to enlighten everyone around
him. | will always cherish his humor and laughter, which never failed
to crack my funny bones.

| always remember, his famous dialogue, Philomena | have no
money in my pocket today...please fetch me some cash............
then | used to respond to him, no money, only BDs.

It is with heartfelt gratitude that | salute our BIG BOSS for the in-
depth values he has embedded in each one of us. Over the passing
years, | have been fortunate enough to build a bridge of values,
trust, humor and understanding with Mr. Nass. And above all, | truly
salute him for his intelligence and hard work that stretched into hours
and days without rest until the mission was accomplished. For any
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queries, he always had a prompt foresight
solution, even prior to completion of the
whole issue.

His warmth sociable nature made us
wonder how precious his presence was
for us. His sense of humor and laughter
always glued us towards him. His warm
words and deeds are engraved in our
hearts, never to be forgotten.

Every time he spoke, hope flowed
from his words and he enkindled
newness to everyone around him, or for
that matter anyone who encountered him.

He always tried to turn every failure into success with his never-
ending persevering will.

Even when he was not well and his immune system could not
cope up, he had the mental desire to work, he tried his best till the
very end to give his best to the company through his tireless efforts
and wisdom.

Over the 5 decades, | have come across, so many personas but
indeed he is like no other. The bond we cherished will always be
treasured. Above all his smiling face, funny anecdotes and laughter
will be remembered.

A hero is a man who has given his life to something bigger than
himself. Our Boss is a true hero of the Nass Dynasty, the wingless
conqueror who fought every obstacle to elevate the company to
where it is today.

Let the Nass Dynasty grow further, spread its wings and reign for
centuries to come.

Philomena
Personal Assistant to Abdulla Nass

Adbulla Nass
A Role Modél

The General Managers share their experience and thoughts of the great motivator.

“Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass was a legend
with full knowledge and wisdom, yet
humble to everyone he came across.
I had the privilege to get his valuable
guidance and timely advices, which
have helped me learn good values and
implement them in my daily life and it will
continue to live with me.
His vision and hard work
is the ultimate result of
success of the Nass

Empire particularly in
Saudi Arabia”.

Majed M. Salem
Abdulla Nass & Partners,
KSA

“An industry legend who has
left a legacy for decades to
come. The respect that comes
with the Nass name says it all.”

David McKay
Nass Marine Services, Nass
Procurement & Logistics

“Mr. Abdulla Nass
will be sorely
missed but never
forgotten.”

David Anthony
Nass Contracting
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Story of a Bahraini hero, with regional
impact and global presence.

Gibran Khalil Gibran once said:
“Of life's two chief prizes, beauty and
truth, | found the first in a loving heart
and the second in a labourer’s hand”.
To my mind this fits our departed
friend.

“One of my greatest milestones of
my business and personal journey
was meeting Mr. Nass, a man with
infectious and ever present smile.

In 1993, | came from Australia for
a short business trip and had the
pleasure of meeting Abdulla. Since
then we became partners, carried
out some enterprises in the Gulf,
Sudan and Australia. He inspired,
directed, advised, guided and led.

While | spend many months away from the Gulf, his presence
had always been in my mind. He always believed that today is
tomorrow’s experience; the knowledge we learn daily will help
us in facing tomorrow’s issues.

| had the pleasure of Abdulla visiting me in Australia,
which cemented our long life association. This trip led us
to stay partners to this very day. The Nass extended family
includes great friends that Abdulla had made.

| rushed back to see him few times before his departure.
While this great loss hurt his great family, colleagues and
his friends, the institution he created will perpetually keep
his image, voice and this great smile engraved on our collective
consciousness and memories.

Abdulla Ahmed Nass is a true man, trusted leader, great motivator
and is an institution. His legacy will never fade.

Malik Helweh
Founder and Director
BCS Management W.L.L

A TRIBUTE

“Mr. A A Nass was an inspiring role model for
all those who aspired to become leaders. His
effective leadership interwoven with simplicity,
honesty and genuine love for employees has
motivated me tremendously during the execution
of ATI project. He was generous enough to listen
to the voice of everyone regardless of the position.
He had a rare ability to give quick observations
which carried extraordinary
business sense and precision
required in the decision
making process. | pray to

“I have 36 years of stories to tell about late Mr. Abdulla
Nass. A great visionary, beyond doubt, had created and
inculcated a unique business culture, in ‘Nass Group’,
which I call ‘Nass Culture’.
He was not merely a ‘friendly boss’, but a ‘friend and
a boss’. In my mid twenties, | had the opportunity of
closely working with him as an Accounts staff.
Here are few things he used to tell us, for they are
glorious and imbibing:
“Tell always the truth, despite the consequences,
so that you do not have to lie consequently.”

“There will be profit and loss in business;

Almighty for giving strength
to all of us to be able to bear
the loss.”

Jawahar Thampi
Abrasive Technology
Industries

November 2013

learn to accept both graciously and
cheertully.”

“The joy of success can truly be enjoyed
only if you have learned to face
challenges boldly.”

May God rest his soul in peace!”

Dr. Koshy Mathew
Nass Foods
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“l found Mr. Abdulla Nass, a demure personality. In his life | never found him tempered throughout
the years. He was unquestionably a sociable person. | observed his greatness; as a perfect human
being, he was never proud or egoistic. Today this organization stood shore as a large employer for
thousands of families to survive.

His relationships were utmost friendly with all without making any difference among senior staff
or common workers and of course with a smile on his face. He had ability to cope up with various
matters in controversies.

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” No doubt he was great leader and a
successful businessman. The tragic news of his demise shocked us all. | pray, May his soul rest in
eternal peace.”

Muhammad llyas Khan
Purchase Officer
NASS Procurement & Logistics

“| first met Late Abdulla Nass in mid November’1990 at the Alba project site, three weeks after | joined
the company. He came to my site office unannounced and started talking to me in a way as if he had
known me for years. He mentioned with a very fond attachment his personal involvement with many
projects in Alba. After half hour or so, he asked me to come with him to meet other Nass personnels in
few concurring projects in Alba. | entered his Rolls Royce and that itself was interesting! | was wondering if
| had similar experience earlier where the Chairman of the company himself in a Rolls Royce or any of my
ex-colleagues drove me?

Any way, while we were on way, he stopped the car in one project site and started explaining about the
project when he understood that | didn’t have at that time any construction experience with Aluminium
Smelter. At the same time, he was exchanging greetings with lots of workers/supervisors etc. One charge
hand came close to him, shook hands and started talking to him about some construction activity. It was
honestly a very amazing sight for me that a charge hand can freely come to the Chairman of the company
and talk to him with site problem. Later what he said was an eye opener for me. He said that while he was
working in his own company almost in the same role like me he always listened and discussed with all
levels of personnel. He always found valuable suggestions from employees and listened to each and every

person no matter what level they belonged to. Since then that advice remained engraved in my mind and | was always benefited.

Abdulla Nass's trust on the workers of the company and his commitment to ensure their welfare and in time wages payment was another
milestone and so was his focus on the goodwill of the company. He believed and inculcated the policy of our company that honoring the
contract is the ultimate. To quote him, “ Even if we loose our shirts, all projects have to be completed with quality and on time”. Such respect
to the goodwill & commitment are little bit difficult to find in the prevalent materialistic society. We should be honored to live up to his belief.”

Mr. Mukherjee Contracts Manager, Nass Contracting

The General Managers share their experience and thoughts of the great motivator.

“I had 38 years of association with “Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass was “| have been extremely privileged to
Mr. Nass. Mr. Abdulla Nass was a very an inspiring leader who built a have worked for Abdulla Nass and
friendly person to the workers on site. great business empire with his will always cherish Abdulla’s great
He helped his countrymen in building vision and dedication. Above humour, compassion, integrity and
homes by supplying sand free of cost. all, he was an exceptional advice - a true leader.”
The idea of starting an ice plant was human being. He has set
actually to help the fishermen in Sitra. some very high standards, Jon Mottram
Mr. Abdulla Nass which we all will do our best to Delmon Ready mix,
helped the village maintain.” Delmon Precast,

fishermen by Bahraiq Building

producing Shahid Ali fﬂ:‘;:g'a" Dona

ice for their Mirza

fishing.” Alghanim
& Nass
(Kuwait)
A Nass

Group Co.

T.K. Kutty
Nass Sand
Processing
Plant & Nass
Ice & Water
Plant
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A Vibrating Personality, Late
Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass

We were scheduled to meet Mr. Sami Nass at the Head office in
Mina Salman. On arrival, | noticed an electrifying celebration and
anticipation in the overall atmosphere. Getting out of my vehicle, a
very beaming guard informed me that Mr. Abdulla Nass is back in the
country and will be visiting the office any moment.

From that step and my journey through reception to elevator to the
Board’s front office on 2nd floor | could sense a pulsating energy in
each and every person and the overall surroundings. That was my
first interface with Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass even before | met him in
person.

After the greetings, the first thing conveyed to me by Mr. Sami was
that Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass is visiting office and may join us. | could
see and feel a son’s excitement and an entrepreneur’s enthusiasm in
his portrayal.

Half way through our meeting the door was knocked mildly and
Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass walked in greeting all of us with a fervor and
enthusiasm that filled the place.

My first impression was of an elderly statesnan whom you would
respect for his legacy. During the course of my introduction and
informal meeting, | realised his depth of knowledge on various business
aspects, his ability to listen and comprehend, his simple but motivating

guidance based on lifelong personal experiences, which
was more astute than any scripted management
fundamentals.

His enthusiasm, zeal and earnestness about
business, his country, his people and life, was
like a magnetic field, which charmed every

person who met him. Indeed, he was a person
larger than life with all humility and humbleness,
who was reachable by all and reached out to all.

That was my first brief interaction with The
Vibrating Personality, Late Mr. Abdulla Ahmed Nass.

Saeed Malik
Sarens NASS Middle East

The General Managers share their experience...

“Having built the Nass Group,
Abdulla Nass was obviously a
man of great ability. What struck
me the most about him was that
he was always polite, would listen
and would give wise counsel.

To me, Abdulla epitomised

the term 'Gentleman' of

which he was a fine and
distinguished example.

He will be sadly

missed.”

Gerard Hutton
NASS Asphalt

NASS November 2013

An Eminent Personality

It was a bright
morning in the mid
summer of 1974. |
was at my work place
in Brown & Root
Wimpy Middle East in
Mina Sulman Industrial
Area. Just a glare of
white apparel took
my concentration off
the paper work | was
doing, sitting very
close to the window
of the warehouse.
“Look Salam”, | was
alerted by the voice
of my supervisor
Bennie D’sa behind me, “Just see through the window, two
‘industrialists” are going along”. The comments, from the way
of presentation in fact looked funny and just a joke, as | saw

just two gentlemen, one in Arabic white Thobe and the other
in shirt and trousers. Bennie told me that they were Abdulla
Ahmed Nass and Oscar D’sa, who was younger brother of
Bennie D’sa. | had many chances later to see Mr. Abdulla,
but the first one followed by Bennie’s funny comments is still
considered to be unforgettable, especially now that

| am an employee of Nass Contracting. Bennie, also a
friend of Mr. Nass had to take his funny comments back
seriously within no time while he had been watching Mr.
Abdulla making tremendous growth in the business, not only
in the construction field, but every other vital category in
the island.

Let me take this opportunity to pay homage to Mr. Abdulla
Ahmed Nass for peaceful rest throughout his eternal life,
joining with thousands of others who will remember him
forever.

Abdul Salam Ebrahim
Purchaser
Nass Contracting




Inspirational Leader NA

A Truly Inspirational

Leader

John C. Maxwell once said, “L.eadership is not about
titles, positions or flowcharts. It is about one life
influencing another.”

style so effective, powerful, firm and principled; he has

influenced every individual who has come across his path. By
setting an example before his family, friends and employees he has
motivated them to become better individuals.

Abdulla Nass is a true example of a leader. With a leadership

Patience is a Virtue
Abdulla Nass was a man of
patience. He had the ability to
be patient and calm with an
individual and had the willingness
to accept mistakes. He always
said, “They make mistakes, but in
the process, they will also learn.”

Build Healthy Relationships

Abdulla Nass’s greatest achievement
in life was definitely not the money he
made, or the fame he acquired; but it was
his good nature and the relationships he
kept. He always had a way of remaining in
people’s hearts. Be it with family, friends,
business associates or people in the
government, everyone only speaks highly
of him.

It is only through trust, inspiration,
punctuality and sincerity can healthy
relationships be built, and Abdulla Nass
possessed all these traits.
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A Friendly

Mr. Bashar Nass
recalls Mr. Abdulla
Ahmed Nass being
a very witty person.
“His jokes would
have a moral, which
never seemed to
be forgotten. | once
went to his office well
dressed up and he
commented, “l am
not impressed, you

a

Bashar Nass with Mr. Abdulla

don’t look to be making any effort at work”. To him
someone who is busy managing the site activity
and project requirements will never look so smart
and clean. “You got to look shabby, with either

a torn pant or at least a dirty shoe!”

There are many such jokes he cracked. All
of them had a thoughtful message to it. | am
sure that those who have met and known Mr.
Abdulla Nass personally will understand how
amazing a man he was. He will always be my

inspiration.”

Bashar Sameer Nass

Grandson

“Baba Abdulla wasn't just a father figure to me, he
was my mentor. The love he had for his family was
also reflected in his tight knit business, which |
highly admire...When your golden heart stopped
beating, god broke our hearts to prove to us he
only takes the best. May your soul rest in peace.’

d

Hanouf Sami Nass
Grand Daughter
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Tribute NA:

In
Remembrance

Abdulla Ahmed Nass
1936-2013

A tribute from the Nass Family,
Nass Group & Nass Corporation
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